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EFFECTIVE PUBLIC SPEAKING SYLLABUS

PREFACE

These syllabi are designed to meet the needs of those teaching and learning music, speech and drama. The examinations will be found to be comprehensive and catering for those interested academically or as a performer. The lists contain works ranging from early times to up-to-date contemporary examples. 

All work is carefully and sequentially graded. Teachers preparing students for these examinations will have a very sound outline upon which to develop lessons. These examinations provide for many abilities and give a goal for students in their studies. They provide a sense of purpose and direction and can be undertaken in addition to other activities, as they are not intended to be the only studies in a student’s year. The reports provide a reliable assessment of progress, and by comments and marks assist individual development. 

In all syllabi, teachers will find the requisites of a system of training for their students through the grades to the diplomas. The aim is to encourage personal development in music, speech, drama and performance in each individual. The intention is to help teachers and their students in the development of their skills and acquisition of knowledge, not to discourage and set impossible or unrealistic standards. 

These syllabi have resulted from many requests from music, speech and drama, and performing arts teachers looking for an alternative examination system. The examinations are more flexible and ‘user friendly’ than some other examinations. All examiners are highly qualified and experienced teachers and therefore have a good understanding of the problems faced by both teachers and students. The philosophy is one of ‘encouragement’.

An exciting section is the ‘Performance Examinations’. Many students wish to learn music, speech and drama as a leisure activity and would like to receive recognition of their progress – these examinations are the answer. Students may present a great variety of items in the performance examination as the syllabus allows the teacher and candidate to choose the selections for performance. 

Candidates in this area may progress to the Diploma in Performance.   

CONTENTS









Page
Introduction




      6


Examination Information 


      7


Initial Examination



      8


Examination Stages 1 – 9


      9


Associate Diploma in Public Speaking
    18

EFFECTIVE PUBLIC SPEAKING SYLLABUS

Introduction


This syllabus is designed to foster individual development in acquiring the skills of Effective Public Speaking.  Related theory, background knowledge and enhanced self-confidence should assist candidates in progressing through the carefully sequenced examinations.

Each examination consists of various sections totalling 100 marks.

Specific works are not prescribed in every examination section in order for candidates and teachers to explore the literature and material appropriate to their own choices, stage level, age, interests, experience and requirements of the examination. It is expected that all items will be thoughtfully and responsibly selected by candidates and teachers, and provide challenge and motivation for individuals in order to promote intended personal development.

Examiners will expect levels of achievement commensurate to the candidate’s age and stage level, and to show thorough preparation of each examination component and section. Specified time durations should be adhered to reasonably closely, but not exceeded.

All prepared work should be memorised except for sight reading, impromptu items or where otherwise stated.  

Examination Information

INITIAL  STAGE



15 minutes
STAGE ONE



15 minutes
STAGE TWO



20 minutes
STAGE THREE



20 minutes
STAGE FOUR



20 minutes
STAGE FIVE



25 minutes
STAGE SIX



25 minutes
STAGE SEVEN



30 minutes
STAGE EIGHT



30 minutes
STAGE NINE



35 minutes

ASSOCIATE DIPLOMA

45 minutes

INITIAL STAGE



   (15 minutes)

1
Memorised own choice poem. 12-16 lines

 (20 marks)
2 Prepared reading from any book suitable to age

or interest


(Approximately 120 words)




 (20 marks)
3 Tell a story from any book read by candidate

(Two minutes maximum)




 (20 marks)
4 Prepared mime from any of the following occupations:

Robber

Artist

Gardener

Musician

Carpenter

Chef


(Two minutes maximum)




 (10 marks)
5 Impromptu mime from above list selected by examiner

(Two minutes maximum)




 (10 marks)

6
Recite the months of the year in sequence

 (10 marks)
Theory

7
Identify vowels and consonants in five words given

by examiner






 (10 marks)

STAGE ONE   




   (15 minutes)

1
Memorised own choice poem. 16-20 lines

 (20 marks)
2 Prepared talk on any topic of interest to candidate

(One minute maximum)




 (20 marks)
3 Prepared reading from any book suitable for age

(Approximately 150 words)




 (20 marks)
4 Sight reading from book used in Section 3

selected by examiner


(Approximately 100 words)




 (10 marks)
5 Prepared mime based on any fairy story

(Two minutes maximum)




 (10 marks)
6 Impromptu mime on a topic suggested by examiner

(Two minutes maximum)




 (10 marks)
Theory

7 Explain and demonstrate the difference between

long and short vowels
 



 (10 marks)

STAGE TWO   




   (20 minutes)

1 Memorised own choice poem suitable to age

(Three minutes maximum)




 (20 marks)
2 Sight reading of short humorous poem selected 

by examiner

(Approximately  16 lines)




 (10 marks)
3 Prepared reading from any novel suitable to age 

(Approximately 250 words)




 (15 marks)
4 Impromptu mime based on a word suggested by

examiner


(Two minutes maximum)




 (10 marks)

5 Prepared talk on a topic of interest to candidate

(Three minutes maximum)




 (20 marks)
6 Sight reading of passage from novel used in Section 3

selected by examiner


(Approximately 20 lines)




 (15 marks)
Theory

7
Discuss syllables and accent with examiner

 (10 marks)   

STAGE THREE



   (20 minutes)

1 Memorised prose passage from any novel suited

to age group and interest


(Approximately 200 words)




 (20 marks)
2 Discussion of novel and author used in Section 1

with examiner


(Two minutes maximum)




 (15 marks)

3 Tell a story based on a personal experience

(Approximately two minutes)




 (15 marks)
4 Impromptu reading:

a) Short descriptive poem

(Approximately 16 lines)

b) Short prose passage from novel used

in Section 1.  (Approximately 16 lines)


Both items selected by examiner



 (15 marks)
5 Impromptu mime based on a ‘situation’ word 

suggested by examiner. 


eg:
escape



trapped



lost

(Two minutes maximum)




 (15 marks)

6 Memorised recital of own choice narrative poem

(Two minutes maximum)




 (10 marks)
Theory

7 Show a knowledge of the organs of articulation
and their use






 (10 marks)
STAGE FOUR




      (20 minutes)

1 Prepared reading from any novel suitable for age

to include both narrative, and dialogue passages

between two characters


(Approximately 250 words)




 (15 marks)
2 Discussion with examiner concerning characters 

and their significance in novel studied for Section 1


(Approximately two minutes)




 (10 marks)
3 Memorised own choice Australian poem

(Three minutes maximum)




 (15 marks)
4 Prepared talk on any topic of interest 

(Three minutes maximum)




 (15 marks)
5 Impromptu reading:

a)    
Short humorous poem

(Approximately 16 lines)

b)      Short prose passage from novel used

in Section 1.  (Approximately 16 lines)

Both items selected by examiner



 (15 marks)
6 Impromptu mime based on a sport suggested by

examiner 


(Two minutes maximum)




 (10 marks)
7 Impromptu storytelling suggested by a picture

supplied by examiner


(Two minutes maximum)




 (10 marks)
Theory

8 Discuss the significance of pitch and inflection
in effective public speaking 




 (10 marks)
STAGE FIVE




      (25 minutes)

1 Prepared reading from any novel suitable to age

to include dialogue involving two or more characters

(Approximately 300 words)




 (15 marks)
2 Sight reading of passage from book used in Section 1

selected by examiner


(Approximately 200 words)




 (10 marks)
3 Prepared talk which reviews any book which has been

read by the candidate and made a strong impression


(Three minutes maximum)




 (15 marks)
4 Prepared speech on any specific, interesting topic 

eg:
A golden opportunity 


What the future holds for me


A close shave


An exciting experience


(Three minutes maximum)




 (20 marks)

5 Improvised interpretation of a topic suggested by

examiner using words, gesture and movement 


(Two minutes maximum)




 (15 marks)
6 Memorised own choice Australian poem

(Two minutes maximum)




 (15 marks)

Theory

7 Discuss and explain the importance and various methods 

of establishing and maintaining eye contact with audience

in effective public speaking


(Three minutes maximum)




 (10 marks)
STAGE SIX





      (25 minutes)

1 Memorised prose passage from any autobiography

(Approximately 250 words)




 (15 marks)
2 Prepared talk on a current affairs topic of interest

to the candidate. Detail and insight are essential

(Three minutes maximum)




 (20 marks)
3 Impromptu talk on a topic suggested by examiner

(Two minutes maximum)




 (10 marks)
4 Impromptu reading of prose passage from novel

used in Section 1 to be selected by examiner


(Approximately 200 words)




 (10 marks)
5 Sight reading of a descriptive Australian poem 

selected by examiner

(Approximately 20 lines)




 (10 marks)
6 Prepared talk which reviews any book, film or

theatre production

(Three minutes maximum)




 (15 marks)
7 Short memorised poem or published speech extract

by a non-Australian and requiring the candidate to use 

a specific dialect to give the work added authenticity



eg: American, Irish, Indian, Scottish accent 


(Two minutes maximum)




 (10 marks)
Theory

8 Discuss and demonstrate an understanding of the 

correct and incorrect breathing methods for speaking

((Two minutes maximum)




 (10 marks)

STAGE SEVEN



      (30 minutes)

1 Prepared reading from any own choice classic novel

eg:  Dickens  -  Bronte  -  Hugo  -  Thackeray   

(Approximately 300 words)




 (10 marks)
2 Sight reading of passage from novel used in Section 1

to include narrative in addition to vocal characterisation 

in dialogue passages


(Approximately 200 words)




 (10 words)
3 Memorised own choice poem based on one the following: 

‘joy’  -  ‘happiness’  -  ‘adventure’  -  ‘colour’


(Three minutes maximum)




 (15 marks)
4 Brief talk about poem presented in Section 3 to include

personal analysis of work and evidence of research on 

the poet (period, style, genre, influences and significant

life-facts pertaining to the specific poem)

(Three minutes maximum)




 (15 marks)
5 Prepared, appropriately structured talk on one of the 

following topics:


Transport problems and their solutions

Any recent disaster

Medical breakthroughs

One person I admire


(Three minutes maximum)




 (15 marks)
6 Prepared imaginative interpretation of ‘hunger’ using

words, gestures and movement. There should be the supposition that at least one other person is present 

in the scenario  with whom the candidate interacts

(Three minutes maximum)




 (15 marks)
7 Impromptu talk based on an article shown by

examiner   (Two minutes maximum)


 (10 marks)
Theory

8
Demonstrate and discuss resonators and their use
 (10 marks)
STAGE EIGHT




      (30 minutes)

1 Candidate will present each of the following:

a) A welcome speech to a guest speaker

b) A vote of thanks to a guest speaker

c) A presentation  -  Own choice topic

(Five minutes maximum)




 (15 marks)
2 Candidate will relate the duties of a Chairman

at a meeting.


(Three minutes maximum)




 (10 marks)
3 Present a memorised entertaining talk to a specific 

audience who should be identified in the content


(Five minutes maximum)




 (20 marks)
4 Sight reading a short newspaper article

(Approximately 200 words)




 (10 marks)
5 Impromptu talk on newspaper article in Section 4

Examiner may enter the discussion


 (10 marks)
6 Prepared and memorised talk on the importance

of gesture and body language in Public Speaking

(Three minutes maximum)




 (15 marks)
7 Brief impromptu speech on a topic suggested 

by examiner. Two minutes preparation time

(Two minutes maximum)




 (10 marks)
Theory

8 Explain the various ways in which emphasis may

be used. Three examples to be demonstrated

 (10 marks)

STAGE NINE




      (35 minutes) 

(Pre-requisite for Associate Diploma in Public Speaking)

1 Any memorised poem or prose passage suited to 

age, interest and experiences of candidate


(Three minutes maximum)




 (10 marks)
2 Impromptu talk on one of a list of six subjects relating 

to candidate’s own life-experiences, submitted to 

examiner for selection. Three minutes preparation

(Three minutes maximum)




 (10 marks)
3 Relate and demonstrate the duties of an M.C. 

Own choice function as an example

(Three minutes maximum)




 (10 marks)
4 Prepared, memorised formal speech on one 

of the following:

Sporting heroes

Internet trading

Advantages of learning another language

Leisure time is important and necessary


(Four minutes maximum)




 (15 marks)
5 Discussion with examiner on any current affairs

topic of interest to the candidate 

(Three minutes maximum)




 (10 marks)
6 Prepared, memorised talk on each of the following:

a) My favourite Australian town or city

b) A well-known Australian writer, poet

or dramatist


(Five minutes maximum)




 (20 marks)
7 Present a business or retirement toast, and

explain the difference between toast and roast

 (10 marks)

Theory

8
Discuss and demonstrate microphone technique,
pace of delivery  and clear diction


 (15 marks)

ASSOCIATE DIPLOMA IN PUBLIC SPEAKING    (45 minutes)

1 Prepared, memorised formal speech on any aspect 

of Public Speaking. Own choice aspect

(Five minutes maximum)




 (20 marks)
2 Prepared, memorised  talk on how to achieve 

effective speech delivery

(Four minutes maximum)




 (15 marks)
3 Impromptu reading of a brief newspaper editorial

with a verbal summary by candidate to conclude 

(Approximately 300 words)




 (10 marks)
4 Prepared reading of each :

a) Humorous prose (approx. 250 words)

b) Contrasting prose (approx. 250 words)

Candidate’s own choice




 (10 marks)
5 Discussion with examiner regarding selections

presented in section 4. Thorough knowledge of

content, context, style and author/s is expected




(Four minutes maximum) 




 (10 marks)
6 Persuasive sales-talk on a topic suggested by

examiner. Two minutes preparation

(Three minutes maximum)




 (10 marks)
7 Impromptu talk on an abstract topic suggested by

examiner.  eg: ‘captivity’. Two minutes preparation

(Three minutes maximum)




 (10 marks)
Theory

8 Define each of the following and demonstrate 

with two examples of each:

a) Tautology

b) Circumlocution

c) Ambiguity





 (15 marks)
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