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PREFACE

The syllabi of the IMEB are designed to meet the needs of those teaching and learning music, speech and drama. The examinations will be found to be comprehensive and catering for those interested academically or as a performer. The lists contain works ranging from early times to up-to-date contemporary examples. 

All work is carefully and sequentially graded. Teachers preparing students for these examinations will have a very sound outline upon which to develop lessons. IMEB examinations provide for many abilities and give a goal for students in their studies. They provide a sense of purpose and direction and can be undertaken in addition to other activities, as they are not intended to be the only studies in a student’s year. The reports provide a reliable assessment of progress, and by comments and marks assist individual development. 

In all IMEB syllabi, teachers will find the requisites of a system of training for their students through the grades to the diplomas. The aim is to encourage personal development in music, speech, drama and performance in each individual. It is the wish of the IMEB to help teachers and their students in the development of their skills and acquisition of knowledge, not to discourage and set impossible or unrealistic standards. 

The IMEB was formed in response to many requests from music, speech and drama teachers looking for an alternative examination system. The examinations are more flexible and ‘user friendly’ than some other examinations. All examiners are highly qualified and experienced teachers and therefore have a good understanding of the problems faced by both teachers and students. The philosophy is one of ‘encouragement’.

An exciting section is the ‘Performance Examinations’. Many students wish to learn music, speech and drama as a leisure activity and would like to receive recognition of their progress – these examinations are the answer. Students may present a great variety of items in the performance examination as the syllabus allows the teacher and candidate to choose the selections for performance. 

Candidates in this area may progress to the Diploma in Performance.   
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THEATRE PERFORMANCE FOR THE INDIVIDUAL :  SYLLABUS

Introduction

This Theatre Performance Syllabus consists of seven sequentially arranged grades and a performance diploma which is aimed at assessing the achievements of candidates at varying levels of individual development in music, speech, acting, mime, movement, dance and artistic expression which are the fundamental elements of the field of theatre performance.  Each examination has 100 marks.

Specific published works are not prescribed in order for candidates to explore the literature/repertoire appropriate for their experience and grade level, and to have some ownership of their individual examination programs. It is expected that all material and items will be thoughtfully selected by candidates/teachers, and will reflect a responsible approach to skills development in the art of expression and communication. The published works selected as ‘own choice’ items should contain a degree of challenge and motivation for the performer in order to assist personal development in competency.

These examinations are intended to encourage individuals of all ages to acquire skills and knowledge in theatre performance, to explore personal boundaries, and demonstrate personal artistic ability and professionalism in interpreting published works. Moreover, enhanced self-confidence and an understanding of the principles and practice of theatre performance should result from participating in this Syllabus.

Examiners will expect levels of achievement commensurate to the individual candidate’s age and grade level and to show thorough preparation and rehearsal of each performance item. Specific time durations should be adhered to reasonably closely, but not exceeded.

In items requiring music accompaniment, it is the responsibility of the candidate to provide recorded instrumental backing and a suitable player, or an accompanist with own keyboard. No amplification of any kind is required or permitted for any examinable item in this Syllabus.

Written programs, notes and discussion with examiner, where specified, should indicate that opportunities have been maximised for in depth contextual research.

There should always be a thorough familiarity and understanding of entire works from which performance pieces have been selected. 

Use of a prop or costume accessory to assist performance in ‘character’ items is optional in all grades, but not assessable. 

eg: 
Eliza - 
hat and basket of flowers 
       (My Fair Lady)


Vladimir - 
boots
and old coat

(Waiting for Godot)


Examination Information

GRADE ONE


15 minutes
GRADE TWO


20 minutes
GRADE THREE

20 minutes
GRADE FOUR


20 minutes
GRADE FIVE


25 minutes

GRADE SIX


25 minutes
GRADE SEVEN

30 minutes
DIPLOMA


45 minutes
THEATRE  PERFORMANCE  FOR  THE  INDIVIDUAL

GRADE  1




 
      (15 minutes)

1 Memorised prose passage or poem suitable to age. 

(2 minutes maximum)





 (35 marks)
2 Memorised performance on any instrument or with the voice. 

(2 minutes maximum)




          (35 marks)
3 Creative interpretation of a poem using voice and movement.

(Approximately 12 lines)




 (30 marks)
GRADE  2  





      (20 minutes)

1 Memorised prose passage or poem suitable to age.

(2 minutes maximum) 




          (30 marks)
2 Memorised performance on any instrument or with the voice.

(2 minutes maximum)





 (30 marks)
3 Movement improvisation without speech based on Section 1.

(2 minutes maximum)





 (15 marks)
4 Impromptu reading of prose containing narrative and dialogue.

(Approximately 150 words)




 (10 marks)
5 Creative interpretation of a poem using voice and movement.

(Approximately 16 lines)




 (15 marks)
GRADE  3  





      (20 minutes)

1 Memorised dramatic excerpt. Own choice. One character.

(Approximately 200 words)



          (25 marks)
2 Memorised performance on any instrument or with the voice.

(3 minutes maximum)





 (25 marks)
3 Prepared mime or dance with narrative content and title.

(2 minutes maximum)





 (25 marks)
4 Impromptu reading of prose containing narrative and dialogue.

(Approximately 200 words)




 (10 marks)
5 Recount a personal experience suggested by one of the items

presented.     (3 minutes maximum)


 (15 marks)

GRADE  4  





      (20 minutes)

1 Memorised spoken dramatic presentation. One character.

(Approximately 250 words)




 (25 marks)
2 Memorised performance on any instrument or with the voice.

(3 minutes maximum)





 (25 marks)
3 Dance routine or movement sequence relating to Section 1 or 2

(3 minutes maximum) 





 (25 marks)
4 Impromptu reading of a humorous poem.

(Approximately 200 words) 




 (10 marks)
5 Present and discuss a prepared drawing of a costume design 

for dramatic character presented in Section 1.

 (15 marks)

GRADE  5  





      (25 minutes)

1 Memorised presentation of a dramatic excerpt containing two

contrasting characters. (Approximately 300 words)    (20 marks)
2 Sing a memorised character song from any musical show.

(4 minutes maximum)





 (20 marks)
3
Prepared dance routine or movement sequence relating to 

song presented in Section 2.  (3 minutes maximum)
 (20 marks)


4 Prepared reading of prose or dramatic extract using appropriate accent or dialect.  (Approximately 300 words)

 (20 marks)
5 Present and discuss a prepared set/scenery design relating to 

character song from a musical in Section 2.  

 (20 marks)
GRADE  6  



 

      (25 minutes)
1 Prepared talk on an individually researched theatre personality

(actor, playwright, TV star etc)  (4 minutes max.)       (20 marks)
2 Sing two memorised contrasting songs incorporating gesture,

movement and characterisation.  (6 minutes max.)
 (30 marks)
3 Choreographed dance or movement sequence relating to one 

of the songs presented in Section 2.  

(3 minutes max.)   





(20 marks)
4 Present a talk on any amateur or professional Musical Theatre 

production attended by the candidate. (3 mins max.) (15 marks)
5 Present a written program with notes and evidence of research relating to the performances given in this grade examination. Discuss the content with the examiner. Own choice length and 

presentation style.  (Discussion 5 minutes max.)        (15 marks)

GRADE  7  





 (30 minutes)
Thematic Performance.

1
Presentation of five interrelated performance pieces based on a theme (eg:  success, love, war, travel etc). Two of these pieces must combine singing with acting, characterisation, movement and gesture.  (Approximately 20-25 minutes)

 (70 marks)
2
There should be a brief spoken introduction to the performance

and commentary between each piece clearly indicating the links and connection to the selected theme. 

 
 (10 marks)
3 A written program must be provided, with suitable front cover, performance pieces appropriately titled and sources, authors, composers, poets acknowledged. Relevant program notes may be included. Own choice design/format.


 (10 marks)
4
Brief discussion instigated by the examiner on the Thematic


Performance presented.  




 (10 marks) 

NB
This examination is the prerequisite for the Diploma in Theatre Performance
DIPLOMA IN THEATRE PERFORMANCE          (45 minutes)
The examination will consist of:

1 An own choice presentation containing music, movement, dance, speech and drama to illustrate contrasting moods, styles, periods and cultures. Marks will be awarded for choice of material, and the carefully detailed performance should be of an appropriate standard for diploma level and public audience.  The content should reflect thoughtful and thorough preparation, and display the candidate’s skills in each of the above expressive arts forms. The candidate may select the format, type, quantity and sequence of performance pieces.  The candidate may wish to base the material around a centralised theme, but this is not obligatory. An appropriately presented written program and spoken introduction are essential. Candidates may wish to invite an audience to this performance. In this case, the candidate must provide a suitable venue.

The performance should total 40-45 minutes.          (100 marks)
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