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INTRODUCTION

These syllabi are designed to meet the needs of those teaching and learning music, speech, drama and theatre arts. The examinations will be found to be comprehensive and catering for those interested academically or as a performer. The lists contain works ranging from early times to up-to-date contemporary examples, plus own choice options.
All work is carefully and sequentially graded. Teachers preparing students for these examinations will have a very sound outline on which to develop their lessons.  These examinations make provision for many abilities and give a goal for students in their studies. They provide a sense of purpose and direction and can be taken in addition to other activities, as they are not intended to be the only studies in a student’s year. Examination reports reflect a reliable assessment of progress and, by comments and marks, assist individual development.

In each syllabus, teachers will find the requisites of a system of training for their students through the Grades to the Diploma levels. The aim is to encourage personal development in music, speech, drama, theatre arts and performance in each individual. It is the intention to help teachers and their students in the development of their skills, acquisition of knowledge and enhanced self-confidence according to age and experience, not to discourage and set impossible or unrealistic standards.

At every examination level, selections are made from each section list of specified works or own choice. Own Choices give an opportunity for teachers and candidates to explore the repertoire appropriate for individual grade level, age, interest and experience and thereby have some ownership of their examination program. It is expected that all Own Choice items will be thoughtfully and responsibly selected and provide challenge and motivation for individuals in order to assist personal development. Examiners will expect standards of achievement commensurate to the candidate’s age and grade level, and to show thorough preparation for each examination component and section.

An exciting section is the ‘Performance Examinations’. Many students wish to learn music, speech, drama and theatre arts as a leisure activity and would like to receive recognition of their progress – these examinations are the answer as the assessment is based on the candidate’s performance, not the technical or theoretical aspects. Students may a present a wide variety of items in the Performance Examination as the syllabus allows for the teacher and candidate to choose the performance pieces.  Candidates in this area may progress to the Diploma of Performance. 

These syllabi were designed in response to many requests from teachers of music, speech, drama and theatre arts looking for an alternative examination system. These examinations are perceived to be more flexible and user-friendly than some other examination systems. All examiners are highly qualified and experienced teachers and therefore have a good understanding of the problems faced by both teachers and students. 

GUITAR

SYLLABUS

CONTENTS
CLASSICAL GUITAR  SYLLABUS

MODERN  BASS GUITAR  SYLLABUS

MODERN GUITAR
TECHNICAL WORK

AURAL TESTS,  SIGHT READING  AND  GENERAL KNOWLEDGE
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Introduction
This sequence of grades is designed to foster individual development in the art of Guitar as a form of artistic expression and communication. Related skills, knowledge and enhanced self-confidence should be acquired by progressing through the grades according to age and experience.

Efforts have been made to select pieces from a reputable but small number of collections to help the candidates avoid the necessity to purchase a large variety or number of expensive books.

In List B, or as indicated, accompaniment should be used in the Modern Guitar Syllabuses  either by another guitar or a backing track, and is required from Grade 1 in specified sections.

Technical work should be played from memory. Use of music in the technical section will incur a loss of marks. 

Examinations are arranged into sections plus technical work, general knowledge. aural tests and sight reading.   Total 100 marks.

One selection should be made from each List at each level/grade either from the list of specified works or own choice.  The specified set pieces are suggestions only to indicate the level for each examination, and pieces of similar standard may be substituted if preferred. Own choices provide an opportunity for teachers and candidates to explore the repertoire appropriate for individual grade level, age, interest and experience, and to have some ownership of their examination program.  It is expected that all own choice items will be thoughtfully and responsibly selected and provide challenge and motivation for individuals in order to assist personal development in chosen area of music.

Specified time durations for each examination level should be adhered to reasonably closely, but not exceeded.

All components in the technical work, aural tests and sight reading are specified.

Examiners will expect levels of achievement commensurate to the individual candidate’s age and grade level and to show thorough preparation for each examination component and section. 

Theory Examinations are not required for Grade examinations, but teachers are advised to prepare candidates in this area so that they will have a sound basis for the Musical Knowledge Papers (written exams) which are part of the Diploma examinations.
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CLASSICAL  GUITAR  SYLLABUS
Examination information
Prep – Grade 5
Technical Work


20 marks





List A




20 marks





List B




20 marks





List C




20 marks





Ear Tests, Sight Reading




and General Knowledge
20 marks







               Total   100 marks

Grades 6-7

Technical Work


16 marks





List A




16 marks





List B




16 marks





List C




16 marks





List D




16 marks





Ear Tests, Sight Reading

and  General Knowledge
20 marks







      
      Total   100 marks


Grade 8

Recital

      Total   100 marks

Ass. Performer
Written Paper

       100 marks




Recital 


       100 marks


Ass.Teachers
Written Paper

       100 marks





Teaching Principles

70 marks





Recital



30 marks








       Total  100 marks

Lic. Performer
Recital

       Total  100 marks

Lic. Teachers
Written Paper

       100 marks




Teaching Demonstration
70 marks




Recital



30 marks






                Total  100 marks


 Examination durations
Preparatory


20 minutes
Grade  1



25 minutes

Grade  2



25 minutes

Grade  3



25 minutes

Grade  4



25 minutes

Grade  5



30 minutes

Grade  6



35 minutes

Grade  7



40 minutes

Grade  8



45 minutes

Associate Performer and Teacher Diplomas    

          50 minutes

Licentiate Performer and Teacher Diplomas     

60 minutes
Musical Knowledge Examination Paper

  

   3    hours

Information for those teachers who wish to consider submitting candidates for optional Written Theory Examinations (Grades 1- 8) is available upon request.
PREPARATORY  GRADE
1
Technical Work





         (20 marks) 

Scales :    C, G and F Major  -  one octave
Arpeggios :   C, G and F Major
One octave ascending and descending – free stroke (tirando) playing

2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (20 marks each)
List A

DUNCAN, C               A Modern Approach to Classical Guitar - Book 1 (Hal Leonard)
                                         eg: The Ash Grove or a piece of similar standard
LESTER, B         Arpeggio Study, p.4: Explorations in Guitar Playing  (Ricordi LO518)

SHEARER, A    Prelude 6 or 7: Classical Guitar Technique Vol 1  (Warner/Chappell)
List B

DUNCAN,  C              A Modern Approach to Classical Guitar - Book 1 (Hal Leonard)
                                                 eg: Folk Song or a piece of similar standard

NOAD, F. M                                       Exercise 75: Solo Guitar Playing   (Music Sales)
SHEARER, A                 Preludes 2, 3 or 5 (upper staves) played apoyando                                                



             Classical Guitar Technique Vol 1  (Warner/Chappell)
List C
Any piece of suitable standard not already chosen from Lists A or B                   or

TOPPER, G                       The Guitarists Travelling Guide  (Brockmans and Van Poppel)
      





                either San Marino  or  Monaco
3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)


 (20 marks)
GRADE  1
1
Technical Work





         (20 marks) 

Scales :    G and F Major – two octaves to be played apoyando         MM    = 60
Arpeggios :   F and G7

one octave ascending and descending – free stroke (tirando) playing   MM    = 60
Chords :   C and G7
2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (20 marks each)
List A
DUNCAN, C               A Modern Approach to Classical Guitar - Book 1 (Hal Leonard)
                                                    eg:  Lullaby  or a piece of similar standard

LESTER, B       Arpeggio Study, p.10: Explorations in Guitar Playing  (Ricordi LO518)

NOAD, F. M                                       Exercise 74: Solo Guitar Playing   (Music Sales)
SMITH-BRINDLE, R  Any one of Three Arpeggios from Guitarcosmos (Schott 11387)

SHEARER, A    Prelude 6 or 7: Classical Guitar Technique Vol 1  (Warner/Chappell)
List B
Any simple carol     






       eg: Silent Night
SHEARER, A    
            Any two pieces of similar standard to Allegro p.76

                                             from Classical Guitar Technique Vol 1  (Warner/Chappell)
WYNBERG (ed)   Amusement or any piece First Repertoire for Solo Guitar (Faber) Own choice                                any piece of an appropriate standard for Grade 1
List C
DUNCAN,  C              A Modern Approach to Classical Guitar - Book 1 (Hal Leonard)
                                           eg: Greensleeves or a piece of similar standard

NOAD, F. M               One piece eg: Malaguena : Solo Guitar Playing   (Music Sales)
LAWRENCE, A                                      Five Potato :  Easy Pickings   (Fentone F477)
TOPPER, G                       The Guitarists Travelling Guide  (Brockmans and Van Poppel)
      





              eg:  Catalonia, Eire or The Alps
3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)


 (20 marks)
GRADE  2
1
Technical Work





         (20 marks) 

Scales :    To be played rest and free stroke:

D major - one octave.  A and E Major, A Melodic Minor – two octaves  MM    = 70
Chromatic Scale : from open E 6th string to open E  1st string            MM    = 70
Arpeggios :   A and D Minor - one octave.  E7 - two octaves. Played free stroke

Chords :   D and A Major and Minor
2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (20 marks each)
List A
Rest stroke to be used on upper voice if possible

MICHELSON, S                     Young Beginners First Repertoire for Classic Guitar
                 either Etude Carcassi  or selection of similar standard  (Mel Bay  MB95466)
SAGRERAS, J    Lessons 77 or 78 :  Las Primeras Lecciones De Guitarra (Ricordi)
List B
One selection of suitable standard from the following suggested published books MICHELSON, S                     Young Beginners First Repertoire for Classic Guitar 

                                                                                                                                            (Mel Bay MB95466)

MILLS, J                                                Classical Guitar Tutor   (Music Sales  MN10038)

SHEARER, A   

          Classical Guitar Technique, Vol 1 (Warner/Chappell)




        

List C
One selection of suitable standard from the following suggested published books

MICHELSON, S                     Young Beginners First Repertoire for Classic Guitar 

                                                                                                                                            (Mel Bay MB95466)

LAWRENCE, A                                                            Easy Pickings   (Fentone F477)
SHEARER, A   

          Classical Guitar Technique, Vol 1 (Warner/Chappell)

3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)


 (20 marks)
GRADE  3
1
Technical Work





         (20 marks) 

Scales :    To be played rest and free stroke:

B and E  major - two octaves - all in first position

D and C Melodic Minor - one octave
E, G and F Melodic Minor - two octaves - in first position    

    MM    = 94
Arpeggios:  G and A Major - two octaves.  Played free stroke            MM    = 80
Chords :   Major and Minor common chords of  D, A and E
2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (20 marks each)
List A
One selection of suitable standard from the following suggested published books

MILLS, J                                                Classical Guitar Tutor   (Music Sales  MS10038)

NOAD, F. M                                                           Solo Guitar Playing   (Music Sales)
List B
One selection of suitable standard from the following suggested published books 
BAY, M and CASTLE, J                        Easy Classic Guitar Solos  (Mel Bay MB93212)
DUNCAN,  C                               A Modern Approach to Classical Guitar - Book 3 

                                                                                                                               (Hal Leonard HL00699202))
MILLS, J                                                Classical Guitar Tutor   (Music Sales  MS10038)

List C
One selection of suitable standard from the following suggested published books

CARCASSI, M                              Opus 21 : Twenty Four Short Pieces  (Schott GA6)
LAWRENCE, A                                                            Easy Pickings   (Fentone F477)
NOAD, F.M      




       Renaissance Guitar  (Schirmer)
3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)


 (20 marks)
GRADE  4
1
Technical Work





         (20 marks) 

Scales :    To be played rest and free stroke:

C, D and E Major - two octaves - commencing on the 5th string

G, A and B Major - two octaves - commencing on the 6th string

E and F Major - two octaves 





  MM    = 120
Chromatic Scale :  open E 6th  string to E 12th fret 1st string             MM    =  94
Arpeggios:  E and F Major - two octaves.  Played free stroke

2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (20 marks each)
List A
One selection of suitable standard from the following suggested published books

DUNCAN,  C                               A Modern Approach to Classical Guitar - Book 3 

                                                                                                                               (Hal Leonard HL00699202))
NOAD, F. M                                                           Solo Guitar Playing   (Music Sales)
List B
One selection of suitable standard from the following suggested published books 

CASTLE, J                      Complete Anthology of Elementary Classic Guitar Solos

                                                                                                                                     (Mel Bay MB9464 IBCD)
COSTE                                                               14 Recreation Pieces  (Schott GA 13)
NOAD, F.M                                                                      Baroque Guitar   (Schirmer)
List C
One selection of suitable standard from the following suggested published books
BAY, M and CASTLE, J                      Easy Classic Guitar Solos  (Mel Bay MB932112)
CASTLE, J                      Complete Anthology of Elementary Classic Guitar Solos

                                                                                                                                     (Mel Bay MB9464 IBCD)
NOAD, F.M                                                                      Classical Guitar   (Schirmer)
3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)


 (20 marks)
GRADE  5
1
Technical Work





         (20 marks) 

Scales :    To be played rest and free stroke:

G and A Major and Minor - two octaves




    MM    = 70
Arpeggios: G and A Major & Minor – 2 octaves. Played free stroke   MM    =100
2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (20 marks each)
List A
One selection of suitable standard from the following suggested published books

CASTLE, J                      Deluxe Album of Classic Guitar Music     (Mel Bay MB93284D)

NOAD, F. M                                                             Renaissance Guitar    (Schirmer)
Own Choice :                             any published piece of suitable Grade 5 standard
List B
One selection of suitable standard from the following suggested published books 

CASTLE, J                      Deluxe Album of Classic Guitar Music     (Mel Bay MB93284D)
NOAD, F.M                                                                      Baroque Guitar   (Schirmer)
SOR, F  (ed. Segovia, A)                     20 Studies for Guitar   (Hal Leonard HL00006363)
List C
One selection of suitable standard from the following suggested published books)
CASTLE, J                      Complete Anthology of Elementary Classic Guitar Solos

                                                                                                                                     (Mel Bay MB9464 IBCD)
SOR, F                                                         Twenty Selected Minuets   (Schott GA15)
Own Choice :                             any published piece of suitable Grade 5 standard
3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)


 (20 marks)
GRADE  6
1
Technical Work





         (16 marks) 

Scales :    To be played rest and free stroke:

B Major and B Melodic Minor - three octaves

C Major – 3rds and 6ths






    MM    = 82
Arpeggios: B Major and Minor and 7th  - two octaves.  Free stroke.    MM  = 110
2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (16 marks each)
List A
One selection of suitable standard from the following suggested published books

GNATTALI, R                                                Ten Studies for Guitar   (Chanterelle 727)
NOAD, F. M                                                          Renaissance Guitar    (Music Sales)
Own Choice :                             any published piece of suitable Grade 6 standard
List B
One selection of suitable standard from the following suggested published books 

CASTLE, J                      Complete Anthology of Elementary Classic Guitar Solos

                                                                                                                                     (Mel Bay MB9464 IBCD)
NOAD, F.M                                                                      Baroque Guitar   (Schirmer)
SOR, F  (ed. Segovia, A)                     20 Studies for Guitar   (Hal Leonard HL00006363)
List C
One selection of suitable standard from the following suggested published books)
CASTLE, J                      Complete Anthology of Elementary Classic Guitar Solos

                                                                                                                                     (Mel Bay MB9464 IBCD)
TARREGA, F                                              18 Preludios Originales  (Ricordi BA11365)
LLOBET, M                                                       Guitar Works, Vol 2   (Chanterelle 892)
List D

One selection of suitable standard from the following suggested published books

BENNETT, R.R                                                         Impromptus   (Universal UE14433)
BRUMBY, C                                                 Australian Guitar Solos   (Currency Press)
VILLA-LOBOS, H                                                                          Prelude 4  (Eschig)
Own choice: any published piece of suitable Grade 6 standard by 20th or 21st composer

3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)


 (20 marks)
GRADE  7
1
Technical Work





         (16 marks) 

Scales :    To be played rest and free stroke:

Any Major or Minor scale (harmonic or melodic)  - two octaves 

G and E  Major - 3rds, 10ths  and octaves  - two octaves                      MM    = 94                                       
Arpeggios:  All major and Minor - two octaves


    MM    = 82
2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (16 marks each)
List A
One selection of suitable standard from the following suggested published books
DODGSON, S                                             Studies for Guitar Book 1  (Ricordi LD554)
GUILIANI, M                                                     Six Preludes, Op.83   (Chanterelle 427)
NOAD, F. M                                                          Renaissance Guitar    (Music Sales)
SOR, F  (ed. Segovia, A)                     20 Studies for Guitar   (Hal Leonard HL00006363)
List B
One selection of suitable standard from the following suggested published books 

NOAD, F.M                                                                      Baroque Guitar   (Schirmer)
SCARLATTI, D                                                             Nine Sonatas  (Columbia 184A)
Own Choice :                             any published piece of suitable Grade 7 standard
List C
One selection of suitable standard from the following suggested published books
AGUADO, D                          Six Menuets and Six Valses, Op.12 No 3 in G Minor

                                                                       from Guitar Works, Vol 3   (Chanterelle)
NOAD, F.M                                      Solo Guitar Playing Book 2  (Schirmer/Music Sales)
TARREGA, F Marieta                                                           Maria    (Ricordi BA11365)
List D

One selection of suitable standard from the following suggested published books

BARRIOS, A                                                         Seven Pieces, Vol 1   (Allans 1194)
LAURO, A       any one of Quatro Valses Venezolanos  (Broekmans and Van Poppel 794)

SEGOVIA, A                                                                Estudio sin luz   (Schott GA129)
VILLA-LOBOS, H                                                                          Prelude 1  (Eschig)
3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)


 (20 marks)
GRADE  8

This Practical Examination consists of one 40 minute Recital comprising 
a programme of works from varying historical periods.

The standard of the pieces and the quality of the performance must be appropriate to Grade 8 level.

These own choice selected Recital pieces should demonstrate examples of each of the following music history periods:

Renaissance

Baroque

Classical

Romantic

Impressionism

20thCentury and 
Contemporary Music

The candidate is required to present a typed programme of the Recital to the Examiner containing relevant notes and researched information on each piece.
The content may be in any order. The programme layout may be in any format.

The candidate must also verbally introduce the Recital to be presented, announce each item and make a suitable concluding statement.

Assessment will include:

1) Choice of programme items

2) Technical ability

3) Expressive skills in playing

4) Performance skills and style

A total mark out of 100 will be awarded

NB  There are no test requirements in this Grade 8 
for Technical Work, 

Ear Tests, Sight Reading and General Knowledge.

ASSOCIATE  PERFORMER’S  DIPLOMA

This examination comprises two (2) sections:

1) Written Paper 





          100 marks
The Musical Knowledge Examination Paper (or equivalent) must be passed

    2)  Recital







 100 marks

A Practical Recital of forty five (45) minutes (including verbal introduction and announcements) featuring selected own choice works from each of the following periods and styles in musical history:
Renaissance

Baroque

Rococo

Classical

Early Romantic

Late Romantic

Impressionism

Early 20th century

Later 20th century and

Contemporary
The candidate is required to present a typed programme of the Recital to the Examiner containing relevant notes and researched information on each piece.

The content may be in any order.  The programme layout may be in any format and should reflect careful thought and a professional approach.
The candidate must also verbally introduce the Recital to be presented, announce each item and make a suitable concluding statement.

Assessment will include:

1 Choice of programme items

2 Technical ability

3 Expressive skills in playing

4 Performance skills and style

ASSOCIATE  TEACHER’S  DIPLOMA

This examination comprises two (2) sections:

1)       Written Paper 





 100 marks

The Musical Knowledge Examination Paper (or equivalent) must be passed

2)       Practical Component (2 parts)                          100 marks        

     a) Teaching Principles 



            70 marks Answering varied questions put by the examiners on Teaching principles (lesson planning, teaching, phrasing and expression as well as showing a thorough knowledge of the technical aspects of guitar playing). Candidates must also demonstrate an elementary knowledge of the principles of educational method.

    b)
Recital  


                                        30 marks A Recital of three (3) pieces of differing styles and periods.  The performance standard of the Recital will not need to be as high as that expected in the performing Associate, but a sound presentation will be required.

LICENTIATE  PERFORMER’S  DIPLOMA

This examination comprises two (2) sections:

1)  Pre-requisite 






       100 marks  

A Pass in the Music Knowledge Examination Paper (or equivalent.)  This may have already been completed for the Associate Diploma.






 
2)   Recital 







        100 marks
A Practical Recital of sixty (60) minutes (to include introduction of the items and relevant programme announcements).  The Recital should be of a high standard and demonstrate a range of styles and periods in musical history similar to the requirements listed for the Associate Performers Diploma.

The candidate is required to present a typed programme of the Recital to the Examiner containing relevant notes and researched information on each piece.

The content may be in any order.  The programme layout may be in any format
reflecting professionalism.

The candidate must also verbally introduce the Recital to be presented, announce each item and make a suitable concluding statement.

If the candidate wishes, a small audience may be present to give the recital a sense of occasion.

Assessment will include:

1
Choice of programme items

2
Technical ability

3
Expressive skills in playing

4
Performance skills and style

5
Connection to audience/examiners

LICENTIATE  TEACHER’S  DIPLOMA

This examination comprises two (2) sections:
1)
Pre-requisite 





          100 marks 

A Pass in the Music Knowledge Examination Paper (or equivalent.)  This may have already been completed for the Associate Diploma.



2)     Practical Component (2 parts)                                      100 marks        

        a) Teaching Principles 



                      70 marks Answering questions and discussing topics put by the examiners on Teaching principles, similar to the Associate Teacher’s Diploma, but more in-depth response will be required.  Candidates are expected to be able to support answers with spontaneous demonstration, example and relevant detail, thus indicating knowledge of the principles of educational method.

       b)  Recital  


                                                 30 marks 

A Recital of four (4) pieces of differing styles and periods. Candidates will select one of the recital pieces for in-depth discussion with the examiners from a teaching point of view. 

MODERN 
BASS
GUITAR

GUITAR  SYLLABUS

Introduction
This sequence of grades is designed to foster individual development in the art of Guitar as a form of artistic expression and communication. Related skills, knowledge and enhanced self-confidence should be acquired by progressing through the grades according to age and experience.

Efforts have been made to select pieces from a reputable but small number of collections to help the candidates avoid the necessity to purchase a large variety or number of expensive books.

In List B, or as indicated, accompaniment should be used in the Modern Guitar Syllabuses either by another guitar or a backing track, and is required from Grade 1 in specified sections.

Technical work should be played from memory. Use of music in the technical section will incur a loss of marks. 

Examinations are arranged into sections plus technical work, general knowledge. aural tests and sight reading.   Total 100 marks.

One selection should be made from each List at each level/grade either from the list of specified works or own choice.  The specified set pieces are suggestions only to indicate the level for each examination, and pieces of similar standard may be substituted if preferred. Own choices provide an opportunity for teachers and candidates to explore the repertoire appropriate for individual grade level, age, interest and experience, and to have some ownership of their examination program.  It is expected that all own choice items will be thoughtfully and responsibly selected and provide challenge and motivation for individuals in order to assist personal development in chosen area of music.

Specified time durations for each examination level should be adhered to reasonably closely, but not exceeded.

All components in the technical work, aural tests and sight reading are specified.

Examiners will expect levels of achievement commensurate to the individual candidate’s age and grade level and to show thorough preparation for each examination component and section. 

Theory Examinations are not required for Grade examinations, but teachers are advised to prepare candidates in this area so that they will have a sound basis for the Musical Knowledge Papers (written exams) which are part of the Diploma examinations.

MODERN  BASS  GUITAR  SYLLABUS
Examination information
Prep – Grade 5
Technical Work


20 marks





List A




20 marks





List B




20 marks





List C




20 marks





Ear Tests, Sight Reading





and General Knowledge
20 marks







               Total   100 marks

Grades 6-7

Technical Work


16 marks





List A




16 marks





List B




16 marks





List C




16 marks





List D




16 marks





Ear Tests, Sight Reading

and General Knowledge
20 marks







      
      Total   100 marks


Grade 8

Recital

      Total   100 marks

Ass. Performer
Written Paper

       100 marks




Recital 


       100 marks


Ass.Teachers
Written Paper

       100 marks





Teaching Principles

70 marks





Recital



30 marks








       Total  100 marks

Lic. Performer
Recital

       Total  100 marks

Lic. Teachers
Written Paper

       100 marks




Teaching Demonstration
70 marks




Recital



30 marks






                Total  100 marks


 Examination durations
Preparatory


20 minutes

Grade  1



25 minutes

Grade  2



25 minutes

Grade  3



25 minutes

Grade  4



25 minutes

Grade  5



30 minutes

Grade  6



35 minutes

Grade  7



40 minutes

Grade  8



45 minutes

Associate Performer and Teacher Diplomas    

          50 minutes

Licentiate Performer and Teacher Diplomas     

60 minutes

Musical Knowledge Examination Paper

  

   3    hours

Information for those teachers who wish to consider submitting candidates for optional Written Theory Examinations (Grades 1- 8) is available upon request.
PREPARATORY  GRADE

1
Technical Work





         (20 marks) 

Scales :    C, G and F Major  -  one octave
Arpeggios :   C, G and F Major
One octave ascending and descending – free stroke (tirando) playing

2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (20 marks each)
List A

FARMER, J      
      First Lessons Bass  (Mel Bay MB 99933BCD)   eg: Motion, p.22                     
FILIBERTO, R                                          Electric Bass Method 1  (Mel Bay MB 93234)
TURNER and WHITE                                             Progressive Bass Guitar  (Koala)
List B

EMERY and SLATFORD                      Any 2 pieces from Bass is Best  (Yorke 0090)
FRIEDLAND, E    Any 2 pieces from Hal Leonard Electric Bass Method Complete







                               (Hal Leonard HL 00695074)
NORTON, C         Any 3 pieces from Microjazz for Double Bass  (Boosey and Hawkes) 

List C
BELSHAW, C                 Any 3 pieces from  I Bags The Bass, Vol 2  (Currency Press)
FRIEDLAND, E        One piece from Hal Leonard Electric Bass Method Complete







                                (Hal Leonard HL 00695074
SLATFORD              Any 3 pieces from Studies for the Double Bass, Vol 1  (Yorke)
3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)
                   (20 marks)
GRADE  1
1
Technical Work





         (20 marks) 

Scales :   B Major, A and E Harmonic Minor, Blues A  -  one octave.  MM    = 52
Arpeggios :   B Major, A and E Minor
One octave ascending and descending   



    MM    = 50
2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (20 marks each)
List A

BELSHAW, C                 Any 2 pieces from  I Bags The Bass, Vol 2  (Currency Press)
FILIBERTO, R  Daily Drilling: Complete Electric Bass Method (Mel Bay MB 98515BCD)
SLATFORD              Any 2 pieces from Studies for the Double Bass, Vol 1  (Yorke)
List B

BELSHAW, C                 Any 3 pieces from  I Bags The Bass, Vol 2  (Currency Press)
FILIBERTO, R  Any 2 pieces : Complete Electric Bass Method (Mel Bay MB98515BCD)
FRIEDLAND, E    Any 2 pieces from Hal Leonard Electric Bass Method Complete







                               (Hal Leonard HL 00695074)
Backing tracks or accompaniment must be used for this section.
List C
FRIEDLAND, E    Any 3 pieces from Hal Leonard Electric Bass Method Complete







                               (Hal Leonard HL 00695074)
NORTON, C         Any 2 pieces from Microjazz for Double Bass  (Boosey and Hawkes) 
OSBORNE (arr.)      Any 2 pieces from  The Really Easy Bass Book  (Faber F51170)
3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)
                   (20 marks)
GRADE  2
1
Technical Work





         (20 marks) 

Scales :    B and A Major - one octave,   G and F Major - two octaves,

E and B Harmonic Minor - one octave,      Blues B and E - one octave
Ascending and descending                                                                     MM    = 64
Arpeggios :   B and A Major - one octave,  G and F Major - two octaves
E and B Minor - one octave.   Ascending and descending                      MM   = 52
2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (20 marks each)
List A

BELSHAW, C                 Any 3 pieces from  I Bags The Bass, Vol 2  (Currency Press)
LIEBMAN, J             Any 2 Exercises ( eg: Ex.3 and  Ex.12, p.29) from Funk Bass
            (Hal Leonard HL 00699348)

SLATFORD              Any 4 pieces from Studies for the Double Bass, Vol 1  (Yorke)
List B

BELSHAW, C       Any 3 pieces (not used in List A) from   I Bags The Bass, Vol 2 








                      (Currency Press)                        
FRIEDLAND, E       Standards 1, 4 and 9 from Hal Leonard Electric Bass Method 

                                                                               Complete (Hal Leonard HL 00695074)
Blues in B                                    p.36 from Reading for Bass (Libster Enterprises)
Get Ready           and one other piece from Standing in the Shadows of Mowtown

                                                                                                (Hal Leonard HL 00698960)
Backing tracks or accompaniment must be used for this section.
List C
HUNGERFORD, J                   Any 3 standards from Walking Jazz Lines for Bass

                                                                                                                                    (Mel Bay MB 99605BCD)
NORTON, C         Any 3 pieces from Microjazz for Double Bass  (Boosey and Hawkes) 
OSBORNE (arr.)      Any 4 pieces from  The Really Easy Bass Book  (Faber F51170)
3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)
                   (20 marks)
GRADE  3
1
Technical Work





         (20 marks) 

Scales :    B and C Major and Harmonic and Melodic Minor - one octave,  
A and G - two octaves   





                MM   = 84
Chromatic Scales :  A and E  - one octave ascending and descending. Arpeggios :  A, C and G Major - 1 octave, B and C Minor - 1 octave.  MM   = 70
Dominant Sevenths : commencing on  G, A and E - two octaves ascending and descending    







     MM   = 70
2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (20 marks each)
List A

LIEBMAN, J        Any sets of four exercises from Funk Bass (Hal Leonard HL 00699348)
OPPENHEIM, T                           Any five sets of exercises from  Slap It  (Theodore)
SLATFORD     

                        Any suitable piece not used in Grade 2 
                                                       from Studies for the Double Bass, Vol 1  (Yorke)
List B

DEAN, D                     Any pattern from The Studio Bassist  (Hal Leonard HL 00703380)
HENDRIX, J       Purple Haze from  Are You Experienced?  (Hal Leonard HL 00690371)
SLATFORD                                 Any suitable piece not used in List A for Grade 2
                                                       from Studies for the Double Bass, Vol 1  (Yorke)
Backing tracks or accompaniment must be used for this section.

List C
One suitable piece for  Grade 3 level from  Standing in the Shadows of Mowtown
                                                                                                (Hal Leonard HL 00698960)
NORTON, C One suitable piece from Microjazz for Double Bass(Boosey and Hawkes) 
REID, R                               One suitable piece from The Evolving Bassist   (Myriad)
Own choice                          Any piece of appropriate level and length for Grade 3
3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)                                  (20 marks)
GRADE  4
1
Technical Work





         (20 marks) 

Scales :    A, C, D and E  Major - two octaves  

C, E and G Harmonic and Melodic Minor - two octaves                        MM    =110
Chromatic Scales :  F - one octave ascending and descending.      MM     = 86
Arpeggios :   D, A, E Major - 2 octaves,  C, E, G Minor - 1 octave     MM     = 86  
Major and Minor Sevenths :  commencing on A, C and G - one octave ascending & descending                                                                         MM    = 86
2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (20 marks each)
List A

LIEBMAN, J           Two sets of 5 Exercises from Funk Bass (Hal Leonard HL 00699348)
OPPENHEIM, T                               Two sets of 5 Exercises from  Slap It (Theodore)
SLATFORD     No.133 Adagio pizzicato : Studies for the Double Bass Vol 1(Yorke)
List B

HENDRIX, J            Any piece from  Are You Experienced?  (Hal Leonard HL 00690371)
MANTOOTH, F                          Stringing the Patterns Together, Part 1 or 2  from
                   Beginning Bass Clef Patterns for Improvisation  (Hal Leonard HL 00841103)
LIEBMAN, J           Two sets of 5 Exercises from Funk Bass (Hal Leonard HL 00699348)
VITTI, A   No.3  from Sight Reading Funk Rhythms for Electric Bass (Daa Doo Music)
Backing tracks or accompaniment must be used for this section.

List C
COOLMAN, T                            Blues for Basie from The Bass Tradition (Aebersold)
RICHMOND               One piece from  Modern Walking Bass Technique  (Ped Xing)
WHEELER, T                  One suitable piece from Basslines from Vol 54 (Aebersold)
Own choice                          any piece of appropriate level and length for Grade 4
3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)                                  (20 marks)
GRADE  5
1
Technical Work





         (20 marks) 

Scales :  D and E  Major - two octaves  

D and E Harmonic and Melodic Minor - two octaves                            MM    = 142
Chromatic Scales :  G - two octaves, ascending and descending.  MM    = 100 
Arpeggios : D and F Major and Minor - two octaves                          MM   = 100
Dominant Sevenths :  commencing on E, F and B - two octaves
ascending and descending                                                                   MM    = 100

2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (20 marks each)
List A

LIEBMAN, J                          All of pp.72/73 from Funk Bass (Hal Leonard HL 00699348)
NORTON, C                  One piece after No 8  from 18 Modern Compositions and  

                                                                         Etudes for Electronic Bass  (Mel Bay)
SLATFORD       One study after No 100: Studies for the Double Bass Vol 1 (Yorke)
List B

DUNCAN, S                                  One piece from  Bass Odyssey  (Kerin Bailey Music)
HUBBARD, J                                                    One piece from  Basslines  (AMSCO)
LALASIS and COOK    One etude from  Etudes for Electric Bass (L A Cook/Aebersold)
VITTI, A                       any piece from Sight Reading Funk Rhythms (Daa Doo Music)
Backing tracks or accompaniment must be used for this section.

List C
COOLMAN, T                        Any suitable piece from  Basslines Vol 37   (Aebersold)
GILLMORE, S                   Any suitable piece from Jam Session Vol 34   (Aebersold)
Own choice         any piece of appropriate level, length and challenge for Grade 5
3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)                                  (20 marks)
GRADE  6
1
Technical Work





         (16 marks) 

Scales :   A, E and B  Major - two octaves  

A, E and B Harmonic and Melodic Minor - one octave
A, E and B Jazz Minor  - one octave                                                       MM    = 74
Arpeggios :   A, E and B Major, (two octaves)
Diminished Sevenths :   commencing on B and C  -  two octaves,   ascending and descending                                                                                     MM    =110
2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (16 marks each)
List A

Des PRES, J          One piece from  Classical Masterpieces for Bass (MB 96307BCD)
LIEBMAN, J                        All of pp.78/79 from Funk Bass   (Hal Leonard HL 00699348)
SIMANDEL        One piece after No 20  from Thirty Etudes for String Bass (Fischer)
List B

DUNCAN, S   One piece not used in Grade 5 from Bass Odyssey (Kerin Bailey Music)
HUBBARD, J               Three pieces not used in Grade 5 from  Basslines  (AMSCO)
VITTI, A                       Any piece from Sight Reading Funk Rhythms (Daa Doo Music)
Backing tracks or accompaniment must be used for this section.
List C
CORNIOLA, T                 One bass piece from  Rhythm Section Drumming (Muso’s)
DUNCAN, S    One piece not previously used from Bass Odyssey (Kerin Bailey Music)
CRANSHAW, B                        One Blues piece from   Basslines Vol 42  (Aebersold)
List D 

Own choice         any piece of appropriate level, length and challenge for Grade 6
3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)                                  (20 marks)
GRADE  7
1
Technical Work





         (16 marks) 

Scales :        Any Major, Harmonic and Melodic Minor scales may be requested (two octaves)  Ascending and descending                                             MM    = 86
Arpeggios :   All Major, Minor, Dominant and Diminished 7ths  - two octaves
Ascending and descending                                                                     MM    = 80
2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (16 marks each)
List A

CORNIOLA, T                 One bass piece from  Rhythm Section Drumming (Muso’s)
Des PRES, J          One piece from  Classical Masterpieces for Bass (MB 96307BCD)

DUNCAN, S    One piece not previously used from Bass Odyssey (Kerin Bailey Music)
HUBBARD, J                    One piece not previously used from  Basslines  (AMSCO)
List B

BAKER, D                                         One piece from  Bebop Jazz Solos  (Aebersold)
CARTER, R       One piece from  The Ron Carter Selection  (Hal Leonard HL 00672331)
PARKER, C                    One piece from  The Charlie Parker Omnibook  (Aebersold)
Backing tracks or accompaniment must be used for this section.

List C
ZIMMERMAN                                              One piece with accompaniment from

                                                              Solos for the Double Bass Player  (Schirmer)
CRANSHAW, B                                     One Blues piece not previously used from
                                                                                       Basslines Vol 42  (Aebersold)
List D 

Own choice         any piece of appropriate level, length and challenge for Grade 7
3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)                                  (20 marks)
GRADE  8
This Practical Examination consists of one forty (40) minute Recital comprising a programme of contrasting works.
While candidates may interpret the term ‘contrasting’ in any way, it is expected that the choice of selected works would clearly identify the contrasting elements.

The candidate is required to present a typed programme of the Recital to the Examiner containing relevant notes and researched information on each piece. The content may be in any order.  The programme layout may be in any format.

The candidate must also verbally introduce the recital to be presented, 

announce each item and make a suitable concluding statement.

Assessment will include:
1) Choice of programme items

2) Technical ability

3) Expressive skills in playing

4) Performance skills and style

A total mark out of 100 will be awarded

NB  There are no test requirements in this Grade 8
for Technical Work,

Ear Tests, Sight Reading and General Knowledge.
ASSOCIATE  PERFORMER’S  DIPLOMA
This examination comprises two (2) sections:

1) Written Paper 





          100 marks

The Musical Knowledge Examination Paper (or equivalent) must be passed

    2)  Recital







 100 marks

A Practical Recital of forty five (45) minutes (including verbal introduction and announcements) featuring selected own choice works which demonstrate diverse styles, moods and periods
 
eg:
Blues

Ragtime

Jazz

Pop & Rock

Boogie

Latin American

Contemporary trends

One piece should contain a passage of improvisation.

The candidate is required to present a typed programme of the Recital to the Examiner containing relevant notes and researched information on each piece.

The content may be in any order.  The programme may be in any format which reflects careful thought and professionalism.

The candidate must also verbally introduce the Recital to be presented,

announce each item and make a suitable concluding statement.
Assessment will include:

1) Choice of programme items

2) Technical ability

3) Expressive skills in playing

4) Performance skills and style

ASSOCIATE  TEACHER’S  DIPLOMA

This examination comprises two (2) sections:

1)       Written Paper 





 100 marks

The Musical Knowledge Examination Paper (or equivalent) must be passed

2)       Practical Component (2 parts)                          100 marks        

     a) Teaching Principles 



            70 marks Answering varied questions put by the examiners on Teaching principles (lesson planning, teaching, phrasing and expression as well as showing a thorough knowledge of the technical aspects of guitar playing). Candidates must also demonstrate an elementary knowledge of the principles of educational method.

    b)
Recital  


                                        30 marks A Recital of three (3) pieces of differing styles and periods.  The performance standard of the Recital will not need to be as high as that expected in the performing Associate, but a sound presentation will be required.

LICENTIATE  PERFORMER’S  DIPLOMA

This examination comprises two (2) sections:

1)  Pre-requisite 






       100 marks  

A Pass in the Music Knowledge Examination Paper (or equivalent.)  This may have already been completed for the Associate Diploma.






 

2)   Recital 







        100 marks
A Practical Recital of sixty (60) minutes (to include introduction of the items and relevant programme announcements).  The Recital should be of a high standard and demonstrate a range of styles, moods, periods and cultures 

eg:
Blues

Ragtime

Traditional and Modern Jazz

Pop & Rock

Boogie

Latin American
Folk

Evergreens
Contemporary trends

One piece should contain an improvised opening and finale, and two pieces should demonstrate a passage of improvisation, all devised by the candidate.
The candidate is required to present a typed programme of the Recital to the Examiner containing relevant notes and researched information on each piece.

The content may be in any order.  The programme layout may be in any format reflecting professionalism.

The candidate must also verbally introduce the Recital to be presented, announce each item and make a suitable concluding statement.

If the candidate wishes, a small audience may be present to give the recital a sense of occasion.

Assessment will include:

1
Choice of programme items

2
Technical ability

3
Expressive skills in playing

4
Performance skills and style

5
Connection to audience/examiners

LICENTIATE  TEACHER’S  DIPLOMA
This examination comprises two (2) sections:
1)
Pre-requisite 





          100 marks 

A Pass in the Music Knowledge Examination Paper (or equivalent.)  This may have already been completed for the Associate Diploma.



2)     Practical Component (2 parts)                                      100 marks        

        a) Teaching Principles 



                      70 marks Answering questions and discussing topics put by the examiners on Teaching principles, similar to the Associate Teacher’s Diploma, but more in-depth response will be required.  Candidates are expected to be able to support answers with spontaneous demonstration, example and relevant detail, thus indicating knowledge of the principles of educational method.

       b)  Recital  


                                                 30 marks 

A Recital of four (4) pieces of differing styles and periods. Candidates will select one of the recital pieces for in-depth discussion with the examiners from a teaching point of view. 

MODERN
GUITAR
GUITAR  SYLLABUS

Introduction
This sequence of grades is designed to foster individual development in the art of Guitar as a form of artistic expression and communication. Related skills, knowledge and enhanced self-confidence should be acquired by progressing through the grades according to age and experience.

Efforts have been made to select pieces from a reputable but small number of collections to help the candidates avoid the necessity to purchase a large variety or number of expensive books.

In List B, or as indicated, accompaniment should be used in the Modern Guitar Syllabuses either by another guitar or a backing track, and is required from Grade 1 in specified sections.

Technical work should be played from memory. Use of music in the technical section will incur a loss of marks. 

Examinations are arranged into sections plus technical work, general knowledge. aural tests and sight reading.   Total 100 marks.

One selection should be made from each List at each level/grade either from the list of specified works or own choice.  The specified set pieces are suggestions only to indicate the level for each examination, and pieces of similar standard may be substituted if preferred. Own choices provide an opportunity for teachers and candidates to explore the repertoire appropriate for individual grade level, age, interest and experience, and to have some ownership of their examination program.  It is expected that all own choice items will be thoughtfully and responsibly selected and provide challenge and motivation for individuals in order to assist personal development in chosen area of music.

Specified time durations for each examination level should be adhered to reasonably closely, but not exceeded.

All components in the technical work, aural tests and sight reading are specified.

Examiners will expect levels of achievement commensurate to the individual candidate’s age and grade level and to show thorough preparation for each examination component and section. 

Theory Examinations are not required for Grade examinations, but teachers are advised to prepare candidates in this area so that they will have a sound basis for the Musical Knowledge Papers (written exams) which are part of the Diploma examinations.

MODERN  GUITAR  SYLLABUS
Examination information
Prep – Grade 5
Technical Work


20 marks





List A




20 marks





List B




20 marks





List C




20 marks





Ear Tests, Sight Reading





and General Knowledge
20 marks







               Total   100 marks

Grades 6-7

Technical Work


16 marks





List A




16 marks





List B




16 marks





List C




16 marks





List D




16 marks





Ear Tests, Sight Reading

and  General Knowledge
20 marks







      
      Total   100 marks


Grade 8

Recital

      Total   100 marks

Ass. Performer
Written Paper

       100 marks




Recital 


       100 marks


Ass.Teachers
Written Paper

       100 marks





Teaching Principles

70 marks





Recital



30 marks








       Total  100 marks

Lic. Performer
Recital

       Total  100 marks

Lic. Teachers
Written Paper

       100 marks




Teaching Demonstration
70 marks




Recital



30 marks






                Total  100 marks


 Examination durations
Preparatory


20 minutes

Grade  1



25 minutes

Grade  2



25 minutes

Grade  3



25 minutes

Grade  4



25 minutes

Grade  5



30 minutes

Grade  6



35 minutes

Grade  7



40 minutes

Grade  8



45 minutes

Associate Performer and Teacher Diplomas    

          50 minutes

Licentiate Performer and Teacher Diplomas     

60 minutes

Musical Knowledge Examination Paper

  

   3    hours

Information for those teachers who wish to consider submitting candidates for optional Written Theory Examinations (Grades 1- 8) is available upon request.
Preamble:

Please note the number of suggested books and music sources is deliberately limited to save expenses for candidates. 

Pieces of similar required standard may be substituted if preferred or if the suggested books are unavailable. 

PREPARATORY  GRADE

1
Technical Work





         (20 marks) 

Scales :    C and G Major  -  one octave all played down stroke
Chords :   C and G Major
2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (20 marks each)
List A

BAY, M             One piece from   Modern Guitar Method, Grade 1 (M.Bay. MB932000)
STANG, A                                       One piece from  Guitar Method Book 1  (Belwin)
List B

BAY, M   One different piece from Modern Guitar Method, Grade 1(M.Bay.MB932000)
STANG, A                         One different piece from  Guitar Method Book 1  (Belwin)
List C
BAY, M  One different piece from Modern Guitar Method, Grade 1(M.Bay. MB932000)
STANG, A                         One different piece from  Guitar Method Book 1  (Belwin)
3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)


 (20 marks)
GRADE  1
1
Technical Work





         (20 marks) 

Scales :    F Major and A Harmonic Minor -  one octave                   MM       = 58
Chords :   F Major, A Minor an G7 strummed – 4 bars of each chord
2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (20 marks each)
List A

BAY, M                        One piece from  Children’s Guitar Method 1 (M.Bay. MB93833)
STANG, A                                       One piece from  Guitar Method Book 1  (Belwin)
TURNER, G and WHITE, B One piece from  Progressive Guitar Method 1 (Warner)
List B

BAY, M          One different piece from  Children’s Guitar Method 1 (M.Bay. MB93833)
KOCH, G and SCHMID, W   One piece from   Hal Leonard Guitar Method Book 1







                                (Hal Leonard HL00699010)  

TURNER, G and WHITE, B               One different piece from  Progressive Guitar 

                                                                                                      Method 1  (Warner)
List C
BAY, M           One different piece from Children’s Guitar Method 1 (M.Bay. MB93833)
KOCH, G and SCHMID, W              One different piece from   Hal Leonard Guitar 
                                                                       Method Book 1 (Hal Leonard HL00699010)  
TURNER, G and WHITE, B               One different piece from  Progressive Guitar 
                                                                                                      Method 1 (Warner)
3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)


 (20 marks)
GRADE  2
1
Technical Work





         (20 marks) 

Scales :   C, G and F Major and A Harmonic Minor -  two octaves   MM       = 70
Chords :   A Minor,  G7 and D7 strummed – 4 bars of each chord
2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (20 marks each)
List A

STANG, A                                 One piece from  Guitar Method Book 2  (Belwin Mills)
TURNER, G and WHITE, B One piece from  Progressive Guitar Method 2 (Warner)
List B

BAY, M   One suitable Gr 2 piece from  Children’s Guitar Method 1 (M.Bay. MB93833)
TURNER, G and WHITE, B               One different piece from  Progressive Guitar 

                                                                                                      Method 2  (Warner)
List C
STANG, A                   One different piece from  Guitar Method Book 2  (Belwin Mills)
TURNER, G and WHITE, B               One different piece from  Progressive Guitar 

                                                                                                      Method 1 (Warner)
3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)


 (20 marks)
GRADE  3
1
Technical Work





         (20 marks) 

Scales :   D and E Major, D and e Harmonic Minor -  two octaves   MM       = 94
Arpeggios:   C and D Major, D and G Minor  -  two octaves            MM      =  75
Chords :   2 or 3 beats each chord, as chosen by examiner:

A, E, G7, D7, A7, E7 and D Minor   -   open position
2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (20 marks each)
List A

LEAVITT, W   Any picking etude from A Modern Method for Guitar Book 1 (Berklee)
TURNER, G and WHITE, B Two pieces from Progressive Guitar Method 2(Warner)
List B

BAY, M     One suitable Gr 2 piece from  Modern Guitar Method 2 (M.Bay. MB93201))
LEAVITT, W   Any picking etude from A Modern Method for Guitar Book 1 (Berklee)
TURNER, G and WHITE, B               One different piece from  Progressive Guitar 

                                                                                                      Method 2  (Warner)
List C
BAY, M     One different Gr 2 piece from  Modern Guitar Method 2 (M.Bay. MB93201))
BAY, W and CHRISTIANSEN, M             One piece from Mastering the Guitar 1A

               






                  (Mel Bay. MB96620) 

3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)


 (20 marks)
GRADE  4
1
Technical Work





         (20 marks) 

Scales :   E Major from 5th to 8th position; B Major in 6th position

F Harmonic Minor in open position; C Harmonic Minor in 5th position

Chromatic :   Open position from E  -  two octaves      

MM      = 110

Arpeggios:   E Major from 5th to 8th position, F Minor in open position, 

B Minor in 6thposition  -  two octaves                                                   MM      =  90
Chords :   Barre chords:  F, A, G7, E7, A Minor and D Minor in root 6 standard form within the first 8 frets in strumming pattern
2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (20 marks each)
List A

BAY, W and CHRISTIANSEN, M             One piece from Mastering the Guitar 1A

               






                  (Mel Bay. MB96620) 

LEAVITT, W      A suitable piece from A Modern Method for Guitar Book 1 (Berklee)
TURNER, G and WHITE, B Two pieces from Progressive Guitar Method 2(Warner)
List B

BAY, W and CHRISTIANSEN, M             One piece from Mastering the Guitar 1B

               






                  (Mel Bay. MB96621) 
LEAVITT, W     A different piece from A Modern Method for Guitar Book 1 (Berklee)
List C
BAY, W and CHRISTIANSEN, M             One piece from Mastering the Guitar 2A

               






            (Mel Bay. MB97195BCD)
One piece from Jam with Hank Marvin                                                             (IMP) 

Own choice 



      Any suitable Grade 4 standard composition
3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)


 (20 marks)
GRADE  5
1
Technical Work





         (20 marks) 

Scales :   B and A Major - two octaves,   E Major - three octaves

F, C and G Harmonic and Melodic Minor - two octaves 

Chromatic :  G and B  -  two octaves      

           MM                   = 70
Arpeggios:   B, A and E Major - three octaves;  F, C and G Minor - two octaves,

A7 and D7 from 4th to 10th position




        MM         = 100 
Chords :  LEAVITT, W : Modern Method for Guitar Book 2 : see chord part for pp.27-64 or similar chart. One to be chosen by examiner.
2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (20 marks each)
List A

BAY, W and CHRISTIANSEN, M             One piece from Mastering the Guitar 1B
               






                  (Mel Bay. MB96621) 

IHDE, M          One piece suitable for Grade 5 from Country Guitar Styles  (Berklee)
Own choice 



      Any suitable Grade 5 standard composition
List B

One suitable piece for Gr 5  from Jazz Guitar Standards (Mel Bay/Warner Bros WMB001)
LEAVITT, W               One piece from A Modern Method for Guitar Book 3 (Berklee)
Own choice 



      Any suitable Grade 5 standard composition
List C
MOORE, G                     One piece from  Still Got the Blues  (Hal Leonard HL00694802)
A suitable piece for Grade 5 from    Santana’s Greatest Hits (Hal Leonard HL 00690031)

Own choice 



      Any suitable Grade 5 standard composition
3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)


 (20 marks)
GRADE  6
1
Technical Work





         (16 marks) 

Scales :   Any Major and A, E and B Harmonic Minor  -  three octaves;

Melodic Minor : examiner will select two scales  -  three octaves
Chromatic :  C  -  two octaves      

                     MM                   = 80

Arpeggios:  D, F and G Major - three octaves;   B, E and F Minor - two octaves,





       




        MM         = 100 

Chords :  Any standard moveable root 6 and root 5, Dominant 7th, Major 7th and 
Minor 7th .  Examiner will choose.
2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (16 marks each)
List A

BAY, W and CHRISTIANSEN, M             One piece from Mastering the Guitar 2A
               






            (Mel Bay. MB97195BCD) 

IHDE, M          One piece suitable for Grade 6 from Country Guitar Styles  (Berklee)
MOORE, G       One suitable piece from  Still Got the Blues  (Hal Leonard HL00694802)
List B

CLARKE, B                                     One piece from   Jazz Guitar in Concert (Allans)
One suitable piece with chord melody from 

       Jazz Guitar Standards 

            (Mel Bay and Warner Bros WMB001)
PASS, J                                  One piece from Joe Pass Chord Solos  (Alfred 0-3320)
List C
LED ZEPPLIN                        One selection from any recent or current tab edition

MOORE, G       One suitable piece from  Still Got the Blues  (Hal Leonard HL00694802)
PASS, J                                  One piece from Joe Pass Chord Solos  (Alfred 0-3320)
List D

Own choice of Grade 6 standard. Preferably an accompanied piece. May contain an improvised section.
3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)


 (20 marks)
GRADE  7
1
Technical Work





         (16 marks) 

Scales :  All Major and all Melodic Minor scales -  three octaves where possible.  Examiner selection. 





MM                   = 90
Arpeggios:   All Major and Minor.  Examiner will select two octaves or three octaves where possible. 





MM                   = 80
Chords :  Any standard moveable root 6 and root 5, including Dominant 7th. 

Examiner will choose a selection.
2 
Performance: one selection from each List      (16 marks each)
List A
IHDE, M                       One piece to be selected from  Rock Guitar Styles  (Berklee)
LEAVITT, W           One piece from Classical Studies for Pick-Style Guitar (Berklee)
Own choice 



      Any suitable Grade 7 standard composition
List B

GALBRAITH, B                             One piece from Guitar Comping  (Weybridge/Allans)
SOKOLOW, F  One piece from Great Jazz Standards of Duke Ellington for Guitar

(Warner)

Own choice 



      Any suitable Grade 7 standard composition
List C
One suitable selection from       Django Reinhardt Anthology (Hal Leonard HL00027083)

GALBRAITH, B                             One piece from Guitar Comping  (Weybridge/Allans)
SOKOLOW, F  One piece from Great Jazz Standards of Duke Ellington for Guitar

(Warner)

List D

Own choice. One piece of Grade 7 standard from any source except Lists above.

3
Ear Tests (6 marks), Sight Reading (7 marks) 

and General Knowledge (7 marks)


 (20 marks)
GRADE  8
This Practical Examination consists of one forty (40) minute Recital comprising a program of contrasting works.

While candidates may interpret the term ‘contrasting’ in any way, it is expected that the choice of selected works would clearly identify the contrasting elements.

The candidate is required to present a typed program of the Recital to the Examiner containing relevant notes and researched information on each piece. The content may be in any order.  The program layout may be in any format.

The candidate must also verbally introduce the Recital to be presented, 

announce each item and make a suitable concluding statement.

Assessment will include:

1)       Choice of program items

2)       Technical ability

3)       Expressive skills in playing

4)       Performance skills and style

A total mark out of 100 will be awarded

NB  There are no test requirements in this Grade 8
for Technical Work,

Ear Tests, Sight Reading and General Knowledge.
ASSOCIATE  PERFORMER’S  DIPLOMA

This examination comprises two (2) sections:

1) Written Paper 





          100 marks

The Musical Knowledge Examination Paper (or equivalent) must be passed

    2)  Recital







 100 marks

A Practical Recital of forty five (45) minutes (including verbal introduction and announcements) featuring selected own choice works which demonstrate diverse styles, moods and periods
 
eg:
Blues

Ragtime

Jazz Guitar Standards
Pop & Rock

Country Guitar

Popular Modern Guitar

Contemporary trends

One piece should contain a passage of improvisation.

The candidate is required to present a typed program of the Recital to the Examiner containing relevant notes and researched information on each piece.

The content may be in any order.  The program may be in any format which reflects careful thought and professionalism.

The candidate must also verbally introduce the Recital to be presented,

announce each item and make a suitable concluding statement.

Assessment will include:

1) Choice of program items

2)  Technical ability

3)  Expressive skills in playing

4)  Performance skills and style

ASSOCIATE  TEACHER’S  DIPLOMA

This examination comprises two (2) sections:

1)       Written Paper 





 100 marks

The Musical Knowledge Examination Paper (or equivalent) must be passed

2)       Practical Component (2 parts)                          100 marks        

     a) Teaching Principles 



            70 marks Answering varied questions put by the examiners on Teaching principles (lesson planning, teaching, phrasing and expression as well as showing a thorough knowledge of the technical aspects of guitar playing). Candidates must also demonstrate an elementary knowledge of the principles of educational method.

    b)
Recital  


                                        30 marks A Recital of three (3) pieces of differing styles and periods.  The performance standard of the Recital will not need to be as high as that expected in the performing Associate, but a sound presentation will be required.

LICENTIATE  PERFORMER’S  DIPLOMA

This examination comprises two (2) sections:

1)  Pre-requisite 






       100 marks  

A Pass in the Music Knowledge Examination Paper (or equivalent.)  This may have already been completed for the Associate Diploma.






 
2)   Recital 







        100 marks
A Practical Recital of sixty (60) minutes (to include introduction of the items and relevant program announcements).  The Recital should be of a high standard and demonstrate a range of styles, moods, periods and cultures 

eg:
Blues

Ragtime

Modern Jazz Standards
Pop & Rock

Latin American
Country Guitar

Folk

Evergreens

Popular Modern Guitar
Contemporary trends

One piece should contain an improvised opening and finale, and two pieces should demonstrate a passage of improvisation, all devised by the candidate.
The candidate is required to present a typed program of the Recital to the Examiner containing relevant notes and researched information on each piece.

The content may be in any order.  The program layout may be in any format reflecting professionalism.

The candidate must also verbally introduce the Recital to be presented, announce each item and make a suitable concluding statement.

If the candidate wishes, a small audience may be present to give the recital a sense of occasion.

Assessment will include:

1)
Choice of program items

2)
Technical ability

3)
Expressive skills in playing

4)
Performance skills and style

5)
Connection to audience/examiners

LICENTIATE  TEACHER’S  DIPLOMA
This examination comprises two (2) sections:
1)
Pre-requisite 





          100 marks 

A Pass in the Music Knowledge Examination Paper (or equivalent.)  This may have already been completed for the Associate Diploma.



2)     Practical Component (2 parts)                                      100 marks        

        a) Teaching Principles 



                      70 marks Answering questions and discussing topics put by the examiners on Teaching principles, similar to the Associate Teacher’s Diploma, but more in-depth response will be required.  Candidates are expected to be able to support answers with spontaneous demonstration, example and relevant detail, thus indicating knowledge of the principles of educational method.

       b)  Recital  


                                                 30 marks 

A Recital of four (4) pieces of differing styles and periods. Candidates will select one of the recital pieces for in-depth discussion with the examiners from a teaching point of view. 

MUSIC

PERFORMANCE

SYLLABUS

MUSIC PERFORMANCE  :  SYLLABUS
Introduction
These examinations are designed for candidates who wish to concentrate on the art of performing rather than the more academic side of music.
Preparatory Levels 1-3  require the performance of three different and contrasting music items.
Levels 1-5 require the performance of three different, contrasting brackets of performance items to take up the specified time.
Levels 6 and 7 require the performance of four different and contrasting brackets of items to take up the specified time.
Level 8 requires an appropriate 45 minute program of varied and contrasting music performance items, divided into four brackets.
Diploma in Music Performance requires appropriately varied and contrasting performance items to comprise a thoughtfully conceived program of music, divided into four brackets, to reflect a range of styles, periods and cultures. 

Candidates may wish to invite an audience to this performance, and whilst this is optional it is strongly recommended in order to give the Music Performance a genuine sense of occasion, purpose and achievement. A suitable venue must be provided and a printed program available for audience members.
NB    In each level, the candidate will be required to submit a suitably presented written program containing brief notes relating to the items selected for performance, and indicating research appropriate to age and stage of development.
Candidates in each level will also be required to verbally introduce the performance to be presented and to announce each individual item to the examiner.
Extra pieces may be included in each bracket if desired/necessary to make up the allotted examination time in all levels up to Level 7.
Memorization of performance items is optional.
EXAMINATION INFORMATION
Examination Times
Preparatory Level 1:
20 minutes

Preparatory Level 2:
20 minutes

Preparatory level 3:
20 minutes

Level 1:
20 minutes
Level 2:
20 minutes
Level 3:
20 minutes
Level 4:
20 minutes
Level 5:
30 minutes
Level 6:
35 minutes
Level 7:
40 minutes
Level 8:
45 minutes
Diploma:
60 minutes
Assessment
Each examination has 100 marks

Preparatory Levels 1-3


* each item






25 marks


* general impression and written program

25 marks

Levels 1-5
· each bracket
25 marks
· general impression and written program        

25 marks
Levels 6 and 7
· each bracket
20 marks
· general impression
20 marks
Level 8 and Diploma
· each bracket
20 marks
· general impression
20 marks
Items presented in each level should be suitable for age and stage of development in music performance. Items selected should contain elements of challenge and motivation for the candidate. Marks will be allocated for choice of content, the skill in devising the program and the overall quality of the performance presented. All time limits must be observed.
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